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This edition of the newsletter covers: 

1. Bathing season 2019 

2. Bathing water information signage 

3. Annual review of the list of bathing waters 

4. Bathing Water Conference 2019 

5. European Environment Agency bathing water report 
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1. Bathing season 2019 

This year there is one change to the list of bathing waters: Allonby South in Cumbria has 

been removed from the list on the grounds of low usage for bathing.  The outcome of the 

consultation on Allonby South is available on gov.uk: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/bathing-waters-removing-allonby-south-from-

the-list-of-designated-bathing-waters 

 

Portland Harbour Castle Cove and Durdle Door East, which had been closed due to access 

problems caused by landslides, have both re-opened to the public following repair work.   

 

The list of bathing waters for 2019 can be seen here: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bathing-waters-list-of-designated-waters-in-

england/list-of-current-bathing-waters-2019-bathing-season  

 

 

2. Bathing water information signage 

At the beginning of the bathing season we carry out an audit of information signage, using 

photographs of signs taken by the Environment Agency (EA) water quality samplers.  The 

information that local councils must provide during the bathing season is: 

 The current classification; 

 A general description of the bathing water (supplied by the EA); 

 A source of more detailed information (usually the EA’s data explorer website: 

https://environment.data.gov.uk/bwq/profiles/)  

 Any advice against bathing that has been issued, with reasons; 

 Information on short term pollution and abnormal situations, where applicable. 

 

All the legally required information is available in the templates for individual bathing waters 

on the Environment Agency’s signage generator: 

https://environment.data.gov.uk/bwq/signage/ 

 
There are no requirements around the size or design of signs, although we hope the 

templates will make it easy to display the statutory information. 

  

 

3. Annual review of the list of bathing waters 

The list of bathing waters is kept under review to make sure it includes beaches and inland 

waters where there is established usage for swimming and paddling.  We’ve written to local 

authorities in England to remind them of the application process and would need to receive 

any proposals for new bathing water designations by 31 October to consider them in time for 
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next year’s bathing season.  It’s open to anyone to propose a beach or inland site for 

designation as a bathing water, although applications must have the support of the local 

council for the area. 

 

The evidence that we need for the designation or de-designation of a bathing water is 

explained here: 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/bathing-waters-apply-for-designation-or-de-designation  

 
 

4. Bathing Water Conference 2019 

This year’s conference is being hosted in Belfast by the Department of Agriculture, 

Environment and Rural Affairs (DAERA) and will take place on 20th and 21st November, with 

optional workshops on the evening of 19th November.  The themes will be: 

 Tourism, recreation and accessibility around bathing waters; 

 Protecting bathing waters for the benefit of communities and the environment, and to 

support economic growth; 

 Engaging and communicating with the public and appropriate stakeholders; 

 Future challenges. 

 

There will the usual wide range of speakers from government, local authorities, NGOs and 

academia. If you’re interested in attending and have not received an invitation, please contact 

bathingwaters2019@noc.ac.uk or bathingwater@defra.gov.uk. 
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5. European Environment Agency bathing water report 

The European Environment Agency (EEA) published its annual report on bathing water 

quality across Europe on 6 June.  There are individual reports on the EEA’s website for each 

EU country and two additional European countries, Albania and Switzerland, and an 

interactive map and data viewer to find detailed information about particular bathing waters: 

https://www.eea.europa.eu/highlights/large-number-of-europes-bathing  

 

 

If you have any comments or enquiries about bathing waters, we can be contacted at: 

bathingwater@defra.gov.uk 
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